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FOREWORD

ON the Tth November, 1917, the first stone was laid of a
new State and economic system which transformed the

old Russia into the modern Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics.

On the 5th December, 1936, the democratic Stalin
Constitution was ‘adopted. 'This superseded the former
Constitutions of the U.SSR. and consolidated the wvast
?chievements of the new State during the first period of
its existence. The Constitution is named after the man who
together with Lenin, was the great architect of the tremendous’
transformation and brogress accomplished in the preceding
per{od. An acquaintance with the provisions of the Stali;
Constitution i»s essential to anyone who wishes to understand
how the U.S.S.R. has sustained the heaviest of all possible
lests, the test of total \War against Hitlerite Germany. The
Stalin Constitution represents what the Soviet people are
ﬁg_hting for, and gives the clue to why the& are fighting in a
way which has won them the admiration of the Allies and
the entire world.

It is for this reason that I welcome the publication in
collected form of the series of articles by Professor I. Trainin

a leading Soviet Jurist, which originally appeared in “ Soviet
War News.”

1. MAISKY.
London, 7th May, 1943. '

15

THE STALIN CONSTITUTION

By 'AProfressor I. Trainin -

1. HISTORY

HE Soviet State has completed the first quarter century
T of its existence. Throughout this perioed, our peoples have
had more than once to defend their political independence
and social system. From the very first day.the Russians have
done their utmost to aid the formerly oppressed nationalities now
associated with them in the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics,
and to inspire them with faith in their creative powers. This
fraternal unity of the peoples is the strength of the US.SR.
The Soviet Constitution is not something drafted at a study -
desk.” It evolved in struggle and labour. It is the legislative
embodiment of what has aetually been achieved and won.
Born of living reality, it developed and changed in harmony
with life itself. . ] L h ‘
The evolution of the Soviet Constitution may be divided
into three historical stages. : : '

¥} The first stage began with the adoption of the Constitution

Bf the Russian Socialist Federal Soviet Republic by the-fifth
All-Russian Congress of Soviets, on July .10, 1918. That
Constitution, summarising eight months’ experience of the-
Soviet system, embodied its indefeasible foundations. ’

It proclaimed the R.S.F.S.R. a Soviet Republie, in accordance
with the will expressed by the second All-Russian Congress of
Soviets of November 7-8, 1917, which declared all power in the
country vested in the Soviets. o -

In accordance with the “ Declaration of rights of the peoples
.of Russia” (November 15, 1917), the Constitution set forth the
principles of organisation of Soviet autonomy. It laid down the
rights and duties of citizens: freedom of conscience; freedom of
speech and assembly; the right to hold mass meetings and street
processions; access to knowledge; political rights for foreigners;

~ right of asylum; equal rights without discrimination for all-

nations and races; duty of all to work; duty of working peoples
to defend the Soviet motherland. . Lastly, it consolidated the
system of government and administration in line with the
principles of Soviet democracy. . ‘
This first Constitution, framed by Lenin and Stalin, became
the banner under which. the emancipated peoples- of Russia
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fought and won during the Civil War. It served as a model for
the Constitutions of other Soviet Republics which were formed
later: Ukraine, Byelorussia, Azerbaidjan, Armenia and Georgia.
£ The second stage began after the victorious conclusion of the
L Rivil War. The peoples of all the Soviet Republics, emancipated
by the Socialist Revolution, realised the necessity of passing from
the previous treaty relations to close political union.

On December 30, 1922, the first congress of Soviets of all these
republics endorsed the.“Declaration of the Constitution of the
US.S.R.” and the “Treaty for the Constitution of the USS.R.”
The first of these two historic acts, which stressed the necessity
of forming a single united State, pointed out that “ruined
fields, idle factories, fettered productive forces and exhausted
economic resources, the heritage of war, render inadequate the
individual efforts of individual republics to build up their
economy.”

Only the voluntary amalgamation of all human and material
resources under a single State leadership made possible the
efflorescence of the USS.R. as a whole, and of each individual
republic.

The Constitution of the U.S.S.R. was ratified by the second .

congress of the Soviets on January 21, 1924, According to this
Constitution, drafted under Stalin’s guidance, each Lepublic in
the- Union, apart from the obligations voluntarily assumed in
accordance with the fundamental State law, exercised an inde-
pendent governmental authority. - The US.SR. guaranteed
sovereign rights to the republics. .

The highest organ of State authority was the congress of
Soviets of the US.SR. In the interval between congresses,
the highest organ of government authority was the Central
Executive Commitiee consisting of two chambers—the Council
of the Union and the Council of Nationalities. The purpose of
the latter was to safeguard the indefeasible rights of the nations
and to ensure that the laws adopted contributed in the highest
degree to the prosperity of the peoples of the Union.

Under the banner of that Constitution our peoples set out
to accomplish Stalin’s Five-Vear Plans, industrialised the
country, expanded agriculture and developed their national
culture, science and art.

The gigantic achievements of the Soviet nationalities since
their amalgamation into one Union welded the workers and
beasants still closer together. They changed the social structure
of society, completely abolishing the exploitation of man by
man.

. - All this led to the third state, beginning with the adoption,
7 on November 25, 1936, of the Stalin Constitution, "
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2. FOUNDATIONS

g HE Stalin Constitution which is in force to-day in the Soviet
Union is named in honour of its inspirer, the leader of the
Soviet people in peace and war. ) . .

The democratic character of this Constitution is 1rnp1}ed n
the history of its conception and adoption. Ip draft fqrm it was
widely circulated among the people, Wgo chsméssedtlt in over

50 languages, proposing suggestions and amendments.
' A siec?al sIe)ssiF())n of the Soviets of the U.S.S.R.—the 8th—
was called to discuss and approve it. Its adoption was precedegl
by a speech of Stalin, who summed up the circumstances Whu;n
made it necessary to bring the Constitution up to date, -in
accordance with changed conditions.

What were these changes? ' )

In the first place they were changes in the economic rela-
tions. In former Constitutions the designation ‘f So;iahst ? as
applied te the Soviet Republic, referred to the asp1rat10_ns pf thei
people, their selfless preparedness to fight .for.the realisation of
Socialism. By the time the new Constitution was adppted,
however, Socialism had become an indisputable fact in all
spheres of the national economy. _

In the second place they were changes in the structure of
Soviet society. The exploitation of man by man had ceased_.
Society was wholly composed of toilers—workers, peasants and
intellectuals. ) ‘

In the third place they were changes in na:clonal ;elatlhops.
The former discord and mutual distrust among the nationalities
had disappeared. The friendship of the people?s had grown
stronger. The interchange of cultural experience increased with
the general blossoming of national cultur_e‘s. o

Whoever seeks for the roets of Soviet patr1ot1;m, (?f the
moral and political unity of ocur people and its herplsm in jche
present war, must reflect on the content of the Stalin Constitu-
tion. . _ . )
Every line expresses the pride of Soviet citizens in the
results of their labour. The Soviet soldiers fight to defend not
only their native land, but also all that has been qreatgd on
this land, and which has received its legal confirmation in the
Stalin Constitution.

The Constitution confirms the Soviet social order. The
people appear as sovereign masters of their country anfi t}.lelr
destiny. “ All power in the U.S.S.R.,” reads the Constitution,
“Dbelongs to the working people of town and country, as repre-
sented by the Soviets of working people’s deputies.”

Socialist property exists in the form either of State pro-
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perty, or of co-operative and collective farm property. The
Soviet people, as embodied in their government, are masters of
all major branches of the country’s economy—the land, its
natural deposits, waters, forests, mills, factories, mines, ’rail-
ways, water and air transport.

The Constitution, while confirming the principlé of volun-
tary collective and co-operative farm enterprises, points out
that the law permits the small private economy of individual
peasants and handicraftsmen based on their personal labour.

) The law protects the right of the citizens to personal owner-
ship qf their incomes from work and of their savings, of their
dwelling houses and subsidiary household furniture, utensils
a}rxd articles of personal use and convenience, as We,ll as the
right to inheritance of personal property.

N In declaring work to be the duly of every able-bodied
cxtlzen'according to his capabilities, the Constitution establishes
the principle of remuneration depending on work fulfilled, in
accordance with its quantity and quality. ,

.Such are the political and economic foundations of the
social structure of the U.S.S.R. .

The Constitution also secures the democratic foundations
Qf the multi-national State. It establishes the powers invested
in the .Un_ion and the rights of the Union Republics. It stresses
the principle of voluntary association of the Soviet Republics.

) Ever.y Republic of the Union preserves the highest expres-'
sion of its sqvereignty — the right freely to secede from the
U.S.SR. This sovereignty is also confirmed by the circum-
stanc.e that each Republic has its own Constitution, and that its
frontiers may not be altered without its consent.

r;‘he rights and duties of the citizens of the U.S.S.R. are set
out in powerful words. The Constitution not only proclaims
the:\ right to work, to rest, to education and to maintenance in
o_la age, but also guarantees the actual realisation of those
rights. Equality of women with men, equal rights of all nations
and races, freedom of conscience are all guaranteed by law.

Freedom of speech, of the Press and of assembly, the right
to _holgl mass meetings and street processions, and the right to
unltfa in social organisations are guaranteed in accordance with
the interests of the toileérs and their social order.

The Constitution guarantees the inviolability of the persons
andl1 homes of 'citizens, privacy of correspondence, the right of
asylum to f(_)relgn citizens persecuted for defending the interests
of the working people or for their scientific activities.
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The Constitution sets out the following duties : Every citizen
of the U.S.SR. must abide by the Constitution and its laws,
maintain labour discipline, honestly perform public duties, safe-
guard and improve Socialist public property and perform his
military duty. The defence of the Motherland is declared a
sacred duty.

The Constitution fixes the basis on which are established
the organs of State authority, in accordance with the need to
protect the Socialist and State structure of the country, and the
rights and duties of its citizens.

The highest organ in the country is the Supreme Soviet of
the U.S.S.R. consisting of two chambers: The Soviet (Council)
of the Union and the Soviet of Nationalities. The Soviet of
Nationalities is the expression of Soviet democracy, which legis-
lates not only in the general interests of the wide masses of the
people, but also in the specific interests of each nation. Each
Union and autonomous Republic has its Supreme Soviet consist-
ing of one house.

Local government is in the hands of the Soviet of Working
People’s Deputies. All government organs are chosen by an
electoral system without any limiting qualifications. The right
of suffrage is enjoyed by all citizens of both sexes (including those
serving in the Red Army) who have reached the age of 18, with
the exception of insane persons and persons sentenced by a Court
'of Law to be deprived of electoral rights. Any deputy who hasi;
not justified the confidence of his electors can be recalled aty
any time. GehLe ! gl : !

~"The executive bodies are the Council of People’s Commissars -
of the USSR. and the Councils of People’s Commissars of
the Union and Autonomous Republics. The local executive
bodies. (in the regions, districts, cities and rural localities) are
the executive committees of the Soviets.

All executive organs, from the highest to the lowest, are
subordinate to the respective elected organs of power. The
judicial organs and those supervising the correct carrying out of
the laws (the prosecuting organs) are also organised on
democratic principles. .

This is only a rough sketch of the Constitution of the Soviet
multi-national State. The brotherly amity of its peoples has been
welded in battles fought in common, in triumphs shared and
labour shared.

When Soviet soldiers rush into attack with the cry: ““ For our
native land! For Stalin!” they are expressing their consciotis-
ness of their achievements attained under the leadership of
Stalin, and inscribed in blazing letters in the Stalin Constitution.
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3. -THE RIGHTS OF NATIONALITIES

T its very inception the Soviet Government categorically

denounced the policy of oppression which had been pursued

by the Tsarist regime towards numerous non-Russian
nationalities who spoke different languages and had different
customs and a different economic life. On November 16, 1917,
the Soviet Government issued its declaration of rights of the
peoples of Russia, which laid down'the following principles:—

1. Equality and sovereignty of all the peoples of Russia.

2. Rights of these peoples to free self-determination,
including the right to secede and form independent states.

3. Repeal of all national and religious privilege and
limitation imposed by the former regime. .

4. Free development of all national minorities and
ethnographic groups inhabiting the territory of Russia.

This declaration was the basis of what is now widely known
as the Lenin-Stalin national policy. The Russian people, who
had in the past been considered the ruling nation, were the first
to extend fraternal aid to the formerly oppressed minorities,
inviting them to join in building and defending the new Socialist
state system.

This alliance of nations was strengthened during the Civil
War., Assisted by the Russian people, the formerly oppresseds
nations were able to take advantage of their right to self-deter-
mination. At representative congresses the overwhelming

majority of these nations expressed their firm will to work and -

fight shoulder to shoulder with the Russian people in defence
of their common achievements and independence.

The Tatars and Bashkirs, Kazakhs and Chuvashi, Murii and
Kalmyks, Udmruts and Yakuts, Daghestan highlanders and
several other nationalities, led and assisted by the Russian people,
proceeded to build their own autonomous republics and regions.

This gave the essential stimulus for the economic and cultural .

resurrection of these peoples.

The Union of Soviet Socialist Republics was formed at the
close of 1922, and provided a uniform system for the Soviet State
organisation, based on the principle of democratic centralism.
This principle combines centralism with the maximum degree of
independent, constructive initiative by the various nationalities,
with due regard to the heterogeneous customs of various parts of
the U.S.S.R. '

But the shaping of the national state organisms was only
part of the task of building fraternal and amicable collaboration

between all nationalities. The next problem was to eliminate
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‘ ic and cultural backwardness of thg national
gfnogiioer;(.)mThe Stalin Five-Year Plans for economic develop-
1 achieved this purpaose. .
n\en');‘he regions whose progress had preyiously been ham_s‘fcrung
by the Tsarist authorities requirgd relatively gx_‘eater ar;;ls ance
than the districts where industljles already. existed. 4 e nevz
industry built after the revolution .helped in the {deve O%Itni?
of formerly backward nations. Regions Wh}ch had begndu tei 331
void of economic activity now‘became 1mport§nt 1ndusS ’ft
centres with modern factories, mines and collective an ate
arms. . o
f National cultures developed step by step Wltl_l industry.
Schools, teaching in the language native to each region, sprang

-up everywhere with astounding speed, as did hospitals, theatres,

clubs, cinemas. Books and magazines in native tongues began

our from the printing presses. .
tO pA new intelligentsia was created. The women, .WhO had
suffered particular oppression in all the eastern districts, 1zver<i
given a new and fair deal.. Constant' exchar}ge of cu %rad
experience helped to destroy the old barriers which had divide
the nations. - : ‘ . _

The Stalin Constitution gave legislative expression to this
multi-national State system. Todfay the U.S.SR. consists of %36
sovereign union republics, which 1nclud_e 20 autonomous rep}clh—
lies with full independence within their own frontiers on the
basis of their own constitutions. .

The main distinction between an autonomous republic gnd
a union republic is that while the latter 'is gqarantged the right
to free secession from the U.S.S.R., this right is not incorporated .
in the constitution of the autonomous republics. .

There are also the national regiops, vvhich_ enjoy ’ghe same
rights as other regions in the U..S.S.R., but in add1‘§1on }Illavle
the right to employ their own native languages in their sc goﬂs
and public institutions, as well as to delegate five mem 1@5
to the Council of Nationalities, the lower chamber of the parlia-

USS.R. )
men'}l(l)efnthceome the national districts. Admillistrat}vely these
are smaller than regions, but they, too, have.thej right to use
their native tongues in schools and public .instltutu')_ns, apd each
delegates one representative to the Council of Nat}onalltlgs.

This very diversity of forms safeguards national ’rlghts,
because each form is -adjusted to -serve the economic and
cultural development of the particular people. .

The war has subjected the Soviet multi-national sta’te to'a
grim testing. As Stalin pointed out, one of the enemy’s main
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aims is the destruction of the national culture and national
sta‘gehood of the free peoples of the US.S.R. And all our
natl'onalities have risen to defend their independence and their
achievements. The Russian people stand in the vanguard, as
on so many previous historic occasions. ,

. The voice of unity with the Russians rings out ever louder
in the temporarily occupied national Republics. In the Ukraine
Byelorussia, Crimea, Moldavia, Latvia, Lithuania, Esthonia anci
the Karglo-Finnish Republic the guerillas are helping to wear
down Hitler's forces. The multi-national Soviet state system
has stood its test.

The Hitlerites, with characteristic arrogance, have conferred
upon themselves the rank of “superior race.”” On the
strength of this, they assert that all is permitted to them
that the prosperity of their “ superior ” race must be built on thé
bones of other nations and'races. They have already trampled
ggwn in:arz.iy Eultgral achievements of civilised mankind. They

ve trie o drown in bloo inci
S elity ot tho porown T d the fundamgntal principle of

What are the Hitlerites after? By bloodshed and force they
want to create their own “ New Order,” under which all nations
z'and’rac‘es except the Germans will be classed—as Hitler expresses
it—as “vanquished foreigners, those whom we coolly describ—e
as modern slaves.” The peoples are to forget the historical
cultural and economic conditions that welded them into moderr;

independent nations, and permit the Fascist brigands to dictate’

them their place in the “New Order.”

That is what the Hitlerites want to imj
of the USSH pose upon the people
But the achievement of these i
€ ! preposterous designs has been
. lto}z:rred bsi‘;c:he I?ulltf-natlonal Soviet people, which has proclaimed
the equality of a nations and races, with ti i
[he Sdualily o : ithout exception, as its
In November, 1917, .in the very earliest days of its existence,
the Sov1efc E}overnmgnt in a “ Declaration of Rights of the Peoples
of Russia proclalmed_ the equality and sovereignty of all
p'eoples. Ever'y nation in the Soviet land was accorded equal
rights to a natmna@ State in a form corresponding to its require-
miljlts. . Each Soviet nation has an equal right to employ its
native language in government bodies, in courts, i i
public life generally. urts, n schools, in
Representatives of all Soviet nation j i
S k: s enjoy equal rights
throughoujc the Soylet Union, wherever they may be. The citigze'n
of eme patmp_ moving fm_m his Union Republic to another Union
Republie enjoys all the rights recorded in the constitution of the
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U.SSR. and in the constitution of the Union Republic whither
he has moved. He has an equal right with all other citizens of

“that Republic to vote in elections and to be elected to the Soviets.

Equality of nations and races in the Soviet State is not
merely a right, but an actual fact. The realisation of actual
equality is only possible when a firm material and cultural basis
exists. That is why the Soviet Government was concerned to
develop a modern industry and agriculture in formerly back-
ward regions. In all the 25 years of its existence, the Soviet
Governiment has worked tirelessly to educate previously back-
ward peoples, and to develop a new intelligentsia among them.
It helped these peoples to establish themselves firmly on the road
of independent development, to catch up with the more advanced
peoples, and to march forward shoulder to shoulder with them.

The Stalin Constitution, which establishes the equality of all
nations and races of the U.S.S.R. without exception, proceeds, in
Stalin’s words, from the proposition that all nations and races,
irrespective of their past and present position, irrespective of
their strength or weakness, should enjoy equal rights in all
spheres of economic, social, political and cultural life. _

Such an’equality must be based on mutual respect among
nations. That is why the Soviet State provides for the punish-
ment of those who in any way attempt to violate the principle
of equality of nations. The Stalin Constitution states that
any direct or indirect restriction of the rights of citizens on
account of their race or nationality, or conversely any establish-
ment of direct or indirect privileges for citizens on account of
their race or mationality is punishable by law, as well as any
advocacy of racial or national exclusiveness or hatred and
contempt.

Every person in the Soviet Union, even the citizen of for-
merly most backward races, has the proud knowledge that he is
an equal citizen of the great U.S.SR, that the Soviet common-
wealth of nations guarantees his personal dignity.

And it is these people, who have tasted the joy of freedom
and equality, whom the Nazis want to Germanise acccrding to
Hitler’s pattern, on whom they want to impose their bloodthirsty
domination, instead of equality of nations and races, reversal to

" past ignorance, instead of culture and progress.

That is why the heart of every Soviet man and woman boils
over with anger and hatred for Nazism. The Soviet soldier,
creeping forward with a bunch of grenades to meet Hitler’s tanks,
knows that for his people, for himself and his family there is
no choice but to fight for victory to the last breath.

For only the utter defeat of the Hitlerites will enable the
equal Soviet nations, and with them all mankind, tc get rid of
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the bondage and exploitation of barbarism and savagery, the
starvation and extinction to which the beasts in human form
wish to condemn humanity.

4. THE SOVIETS

‘T was the aim of Lenin and Stalin, the founders of the Soviet
State, to establish a democracy which would be safeguarded

by definite guarantees. As the state form of such demo- -

cracy, Lenin pointed to the Soviet, which had been formed spon-
taneously by the people themselves during the great popular
movements of 1905 and- 1917. The Soviets, first created by the
Russian workers of Petrograd, Moscow and Ivanovo, were fine
examples of organisations in which workers and peasants of
various nationalities had equal rights.

On November 7, 1917, the Petrograd workers revolted, over-
throwing the Provisional Government, which had failed to
satisfy the urgent needs of the people. The second All-Russian
Congress of Soviets was in session at the time in Petrograd.

It resolved that power should pass to the Soviets and as-
sumed the functions of a legislative body. This same Congress
elected the first Soviet Government—The Council of People’s
Commissars, headed by Lenin. Thus, in November, 1917, the
Soviets, rooted in the masses of the people, became the political
foundation of the new State. .

The form of both the Stalin Constitution—that now in force—
and the former constitution is that of a broad democracy. All
the Soviets are elected by universal, direct, equal and secret
ballot. The right to elect or be elected to the Soviets is enjoyed
by all citizens above 18 years of age, without regard to sex,
nationality, race, religion, education or property. Any deputy
who fails to justify the trust placed in him may at any time be
recalled by his electors.

The highest organ of government in the Soviet Union is the
Supreme Soviet of the US.S.R. All citizens of the Soviet Union
over 18 years of age participate in the elections to this body.
Next come the Supreme Soviets of the Union Republics and
Autonomous Republics, elected by the citizens of those
Republics.

The organs of local government are the Soviets of Working
People’s Deputies, which function in each region, district, city
and village. In some areas, in accordance with the special needs
of national groups, there are Soviets of the autonomous regions
and national districts.

Every Soviet of Working People’s Deputies is within its
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sohere the only governing organ and executive of the law.
There are no representatives of federal government, no
gyvernors Or COMIMIssars to influence the local organs of self-

government.

Tach Soviet is directly responsible to its electors. Each
Soviet carries out the decrees of the superior Soviet elected by
the people of that region. But the local Soviet carries out these
decrees in accordance with local peculiarities—this is especially
characteristic of the Soviet of Nationalities.

Each Soviet creates an executive organ according to its
suthority. The Supreme Soviet selects the Council of People’s
Commissars, while the local Soviets appoint Executive Commit-
tees (local government). All executive organs are subordinate
snd accountable to their respective Soviets. This secures
the sovereignty of the people and democratic control of the
executive organs. :

The democratic character of the Soviets is especially ap-
parent during election campaigns and the elections themselves.
At the last elections to local Soviets, on December 24, 1939,
1,300,000 deputies had to be chosen.

One million five hundred election committees were formed
from among representatives of social organisations. The total
membership of these committees was 7.000,000. Of 93,547,797
citizeris having the right to vote in these elections, 92,812,237, or
89.91 per cent., exercised that right.

The Soviets arouse and encourage the political initiative
and energy of the masses. These close relations between the
directing organs of society and society itself give the Soviets
high authority among the people. That is why the peoples of
the US.SR. rightly regard the policy of the Soviet Government
as their own policy.

Under the leadership of the Soviets the people of the
JSSR. Kave defended their country against aggressors and
foreign interventionists. They have ‘transformed their land,
giving it a mighty industry and a great culture. Their attach-
ment to the Soviets is especially obvious now—in wartime.

In spite of merciless Nazi terror, the people of the occupied
regions are actively aiding the guerillas. At the first opportunity
they overthrow Hitler’s agents and revive the Soviets in the
rear of the German army.

This Soviet patrictism of the masses is a guarantee of vic-
tory over the murderous foe, a guarantee of triumph in the
Soviet people’s struggle for the highly democratic order they
have created. : S :

t
o
h .
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5. THE RICHTS AND DUTIES OF CITIZENS

HE rights of the citizens of the U.S.S.R. are the direct fruit
of their own creative labour, of their own determined
struggle.

They evolved logically from the first declarations of the
rights of Soviet peoples—the “ Declaration of the Rights of the
Peoples of Russia” and the “ Declaration of the Toiling People,”
the essential principles of which were contained in the first
Constitution of the Soviet State.

In the Civil War, on innumerable fronts, the Soviet peoples
fought to preserve those rights. They were made feasible by
the titanic labour of the Russian people, which transformed the
country from an economically backward state into a progressive
one. :

The Soviet people are the complete masters of their State,
politically and economically. Therefore the rights of the Soviet
citizen are realisable. They are based on material securities.

In the “Declaration of the Rights of the Peoples of Russia,”
the formerly oppressed national minorities were accorded their
freedom and independence. Then for twenty-five years the
Soviet Union busied itself with the creation of the material and
cultural prerequisites for their practical liberation.

The Soviet Government, having accorded women equal
rights with men, set itself to strengthen the economic position
of woman, to give her ample opportunity to acquire knowledge
and experience, to train herself for all trades and professions,
so makin® her equality practicable.

The material and cultural wealth that has been created
during the 25 years of Soviet rule has promoted the well-being
of the Soviet people as a whole, and of each separate individual.
Private interests do not conflict with the welfare of the com-
munity, for each citizen fully realises that by contributing his
labour to society, he thereby raises his living standards and

_maintains his self-respect. ' '

Concern for man’s well-being is the keyncte of the rights
recorded in the Stalin Constitution. All Soviet citizens enjoy

equal rights, as far as the individual’s demands on the com-
. munity are concerned. - In return, each citizen is expected to
contribute his utmost gifts to society, realising that by so doing
he profits himself. : ~

Stalin himself has stated that neither property rights nor
nationality, nor sex, nor office, but the individual labour of each
citizen determines his or her station in society. |

So each man is himself master of his social position.- Soviet
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democracy is vested in man, whose initiatiye, resourcefu'lrietss
and labour help to raise the common Well-bemg to new helgpts:
That is why the most highly esteemed people. in Soviet SOCIS*TY
are the Stakhanovites of industry z:lind tagmculture, the dis-
tingui rsonalities in science and art. .
UIncgloShtekiiatp‘esoséiety may reap full advantage pf each c1‘c1zen‘sl
labour and creative POWErs, adequaja(e. material an'd cultur}?
orovision must be made for each citizen. The . mind of ‘Ef i
citizen must not be harassed by fear for the morrow, or o:C
the future of his children. %talin has declared that the mos
apital in the world is—man. . ‘
Valu%ie ﬁis? right of the citizens of the U.S.S.R. is the r11ght to
material security. They are guaranteed jnhe right to .Worg, rest,
leisure, education, and to maintenance in.old age, In sickpes(::s1
or in case of loss of capacity for work. They are provide
with all they need for the free, all—gound development of tbe
1 - .
mdl%lli: aétalin Constitution guarantees the individual's civil
rights.. These include the inviolability of the person, the pro-
tection of the citizen’s home, his righ.t to privacy of
correspondence, freedom of conscience and rlght‘of a;:s:embly.

In one important field the activities of Sqnet citizens are
restricted : Soviet man may not exploit _Sov1et man. '

The rights of the Soviet citizen are mgeparablg from his
duties. One of his most important duties is to abide by the
laws laid down in the Stalin Constitution, to qbsgrye the
general laws of the country, to maintain labour discipiine, to
perf:)rm his publi¢ duties scrupulously, and to respect the feel-
ings of the community. o L

To safeguard and improve public, Socialist property is tne
sacred duty of every citizen, for this property, created by the
hands of the people, is the source of the country’s weal'tl.l ami
rmight, as well as of the prosperity and cultural amenities ox
all working people. . o

Qervice in the Red Army is one of the citizen’s most honour-
=ble duties Active participation in the defence of the mother-
1and is the sacred duty of every citizen of the USSR..

The Soviet people are now battling mightily to preserve
the rights conferred by the Stalin Constitution from destr}lctlon
by an enemy who is endeavouring to deprive them of all liberty,
and to turn them into serfs. ]

Ask any Red Army man, any guerilla, any factory worker,
any collective farmer, any wife, mother or Work.ing woman why
+he Soviet people feel such a bourndless detestation, such ;mplac-
ahte hatred for the Nazis. R .
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They will tell you their hatred is boundless because they love
" their Soviet motherland with a boundless love, because of their
boundless fidelity to the land that has fostered them.

They will reply that they are spurred on by the conscious-
ness that they, as citizens of the Soviet Union, have rights to

defend, their own rights and dignities as Soviet citizens, and the .

rights and dignities of all outraged humanity.

That consciousness is the seed of heroism. Indeed, it is the
very seed of victory. )

6. THE RIGHT TO WORK

NE of the Soviet people’s greatest achievements was to

bestow the right to work on every citizen. It was not

possible to proclaim this right immediately on the estab-
lishment of the Soviet State, because when the Soviet State was
formed, 25 years ago, the nation was afflicted with a destructive
war.

It inherited from the former regime a disorganised economic
system and a backward industry. The majority of the population
were at a low cultural level. The Civil War and blockade made
the situation even worse, The economic collapse produced large-
scale unemployment. .

Thé Soviet State, while defending the independence of the
nation, inspired the people to heroic work for the restoration of
the national economy. Having brought the Civil War to a
victorious end, the Soviet people by terrific efforts restored the
country’s economy to the pre-war level and vastly beyond it,,

During Stalin’s Five-Year Plans the Government enrolled
immense new armies of workers in industry. By the end of 1929
unemployment had been completely eradicated in the Soviet
Union. From 114 million in 1928, the number of workers and
office employees increased to 25 million in 1935 and to 304 million
in 19490. ‘

Thanks to these achievements, the Soviet people could state
in the Stalin Constitution of 1938 that - “The citizens of the
U.S.5.R. have the right to work.” Every citizen of the USSR,
irrespective of sex, nationality, race or creed, is guaranteed a
permanent means of livelihood.

The right to work is ensured by the organisation of a
Soviet, planned economy, by the steady growth of the country’s
productive forces, by the elimination of the possibility of
economic crises and the abolition of unemployment.

Every citizen works for the community. For its part, the
community satisfles the material and cultural needs of each
citizen. Onaly efficient work can serure the progress of gociety.
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T 1 totion records that in the U.S.S.R. wor
T4+t is why the Constitution records e bodied citizen.
e dguty and a matter of honour for every ab T a
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i it
Everyone possesses an equal right to work., But does

ssliow from this that everyone has the right to eqt}altc?ér;%zr{z?;
i’oﬂl fbr his work? Certainly not. It would be unjus

i t ived by efficient
i ensation equal to .th_au receive ffici
b ricigve T%%??s why the Constitution e;tabhshes thf‘ tpmélfafklli
z:foicinﬁens;tion according to the guantity and quality
wol“l%d'oé,l}el.o gives most to society receives most for hlS ?}?rk&‘;talti
Ol’de{ eto facilitate labour, to r?{ake it Ifnzgieoﬁgi)deudﬁg (;{on eaccesst
iniroduces new machines, makes prolessic c
:2;10‘6? ?veryone, watches over the condlthqs of Work‘cien‘tious
e ':‘h State, in turn, demands of every citizen a cc:inlrsl entious
ttitixdz tOW&I,'dS work, because the idler and slug}fl;‘ar g ssron ot
:amly himself, but also the commu{lllty. lec t inism D the
2o sti:cution demands that all working people 'rln 1t‘ in )
.gét?sréipline, and honestly peﬁor‘:ﬁ thsegtéourlgfii QO%;%% z?ihe. public
1 ing this demana, the ) S _
iniirolnr(ljlfa 1t(lixeggreat majority of the Workmg people, gho';onﬁ::
?p utdo each other in the excellence'of their work. ov;1 glmCiny
S()o?ziet country, the Soviet people strive to strengthen and g
by thei bour. L . 1
" b}I;}rllilxlrﬂalt?)rs or “Stakhanovites,” emerge endlessly I{y?gé Sﬂ;i
hidst of the vs;orking masses. BY introdu(:l‘ng new ungg bods o
1;:\701"1{ they raise the productivity of 1211{boul;hbyniif nrln ch o t,hev
¢ I their fellow-workers ihe T v
per cent. e e b into o < matter of honour,
. They transform labour i . atter
?ajrfaf;?rlz?dglo-ry, én matter of valour ana heroism,” as Joseph
Stali aid. )
Sta&llgo%clasniy do these innovators receive moﬂre p;y.en'ghsglggg
also regarded with particular res_pecp. Towa_lds t 'ei D O o
the Soviet State established spema.l titles of honourh a 1d signs o
£ rit in recognition of labour achlevgements'. 'I:],ae 1k1)g est toker
n}e; erit. the title “ Hero of the Sov1e1§ Union,” is bes o Staté
Er)horsnevwl"lo have performed an extraordinary service to the
K i d innovations. L
oy t}%ilr ii]gg;f ‘?Il;or Labour and Valour” is bestﬂowed on 1tho:z
'ho af the foremost soldiers on the labour fr_ont, hha_w;l 1em;; é)guc—
\ét;ak,hanovite methods and whose labour hgsy’be?en 1% v g oduc
oo The medal “For Labour and Merit” 1s besL'o;ﬁel e? -
‘t‘lé“:;)ck workers ” who have struggled to promote a high lev
Dr»;)ductivity. itleri ded a higher tempo of work
i against Hitlerism demanae g ' T
1re nrlr 2f1 stsfrie% citizens. Hundreds of tho:,‘lsands of r;e\iv \C;\z)c;rlkeorist
;I;Zn and women, entered industry. More metal, , otl,
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machines!” “ Everything for the front!” “The front requires
it. It shell be done!”’—these slogans inspire Soviet citizens to
labour heroism. :

Factories, departments and individual workers tirelessly
emulate each other’s best achievements. Soviet people often
spend their rest day or other recreation periods in working with-
out pay for the benefit of the front.

The achievements of the Soviet people are the fruits of their
own labour. They will never surrender them.

7. THE RIGHT TO REST AND LEISURE

LONG with the right to work, the right to rest and leisure
A_ is one of the Soviet people’s major gains. This right

emphasises once more the substance and meaning of Soviet
humanism, which draws an unmistakable line between the kind
of philanthropy an individual could expect in the past and the
genuine solicitude manifested for him by the Soviet State in the
25 years of its existence.

When they recall the pre-Soviet period, old workers tell of
ten -to fourteen hours daily of exhausting toil without even
elementary safety devices or sanitary services; of “leisure”
spent amid frightful living conditions; of enforced “rest” in the
shape of unemployment and eventual starvation.

From the very inception of the Soviet State, the right to rest
and leisure became one of the inalienable rights securing the
health and dignity of the Soviet citizen. The Soviet Government
began the work of translating the right to rest and leisure into
an actuality by regulating the working day. - On November 11,
1817, a law was passed introducing the eight-hour day. For brain
and office workers a six-hour day was established.

Ten years later, on October 15, 1927, following the successful
efforts of the Soviet people to rehabilitate their economy ruined
by the war of 1914-18 and the Civil War, the Soviet Govern-
ment proclaimed a reduction of the working day to seven hours,
without any reduction in wages. A six-hour day was established
in trades injurious to health.

In the Stalin Constitution it is written that “the right to
rest and leisure -is ensured for the overwhelming majority of
workers by the reduction of the working day te seven hours.”

For adolescents from 14 to 16 years of age the law established
a four-hour day ; for those from 16 to 18, a six-hour day.

These laws regulating labour gave the vast majority of
workers the opportunity to study, to perfect their knowledge
and improve their qualifications. To meet the cultural and
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i e,

technieal aspirations of the masses, the State opened a _lal.rge
number of schools, day and evening courses, technical training
colleges and similar institutions. '

The right to rest and leisure implies annual holidays to
enable the working people to regain their health and strength.
Such holidays were decreed in November, 1917. The Stalin Con-
stitution confirms that the right to rest and leisure is ensured
“Ly the institution of annual holidays with full pay for workers
and employees.”

The law provides for an annual two-week holiday for ail
workers. For some categories of working people (adolescents,
workers in trades injurioug to health, scientific workers and
some other groups) the annual holiday term was set at one to
two months.

Besides the established annual holiday, women workers and
employees receive additional leave of 35 days before and 28 days
after childbirth, during which periéd they receive assistance
from the State. Nursing mothers get a half hour off every three
and a half hours to feed their babies. No deduction of wages
is made for this half hour.

The vacation period for any category of workers is increased
if a medical commission considers it expedient.

To enable the working people to receive the maximum
benefit from their holidays the State places sanatoria and rest
homes at their disposal. As long ago as 1920 the Soviet Govern-
ment decreed that the Crimea be converted into a national
health resort. )

“Thanks to the Red Army’s liberation of the Crimea from
the domination of Wrangel and the Whiteguards,” the decree
stated, “it has become possible to use the healing facilities of
the Crimean coast to cure and restore the working capacity
of the workers, peasants, and working people generally of all
the Soviet Republics.”

In 1921 there followed a decree providing for the extensive
organisation of rest homes. After that the building of sanatoria
and rest homes proceeded systematically on a wide scale.

The Stalin Constitution states that the right to rest and
leisure is ensured “ by the provision of a wide network of sana-
toria, rest homes and clubs for the accommodation of the work-
ing people.” Every year before the war at least 10 per cent.
of all Soviet workers and office employees, apart from the col-
lective-farmers, spent their holidays in sanatoria.

The State also takes measures to see that the working people
are able to spend their rest and leisure in the most cultured and
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expedient manner. Basing itself on public initiative and enter-
prise, the State has assisted in creating many theatres, cinemas,
reading rooms, clubs and other cultural institutions where the
working people may spend their leisure hours. (

The war against Fascism demands an encrmous rallying of
the Soviet people’s labour and energy. Labour valour is mani-
fested on the home front as magnificently as fighting valour
in the battle line. To work harder, to produce more, is a task of
prime importance, on which victory over the enemy depends.

Everything for the front! That is the motto of the Soviet
people. And they have therefore sacrificed their holidays in
order that by their work they may create everything necessary
to defeat the enemy who has encroached on all. they have
achieved during the 25 years’ existence of their State.

In accordance with the will of the Soviet people, the Soviet
Government has abolished all holidays for the duration of the
war, substituting for them compensation in money. Leave is
granted in cases of sickness and pregnancy just as before.

The right to rest and leisure, which has been of such tremen-
dous importance in improving the people’s health and raising
their cultural and technical level, must for the duration of the
~ war give way to the duty of every citizen to exert all his efforts
in defence of the independence and dignity of the Soviet people
and all their rights, including the right to rest and leisure.

8. THE RIGHT TO SOCIAL MAINTENANCE

HE Soviet people’s respect for the individual is manifest
T in the provisions of the Stalin Constitution, ensuring each
citizen’s right to work and leisure. The Red Army man
knows that Fascism would spell slavery instead of the right
. to work: inhuman, intolerable drudgery instead of cultured
leisure : slow death from starvation : sterilisation and extermi-
nation instead of the right to social maintenance.

“This “right to social maintenance,” as provided for by the
Stalin Constitution, has not the slightest tinge of charity. It
expresses the brotherly solidarity which unites all members of
Soviet society. It recognises the worker’s legitimate right to
be recompensed for the contribution he makes {o the creation
of social wealth.

The right to social maintenance in its broadest form was
decreed by the Soviet Government soon after the last shots
were fired in the November revolution of 1917. In 1933 the
administration of social insurance was transferred from the
Government to the all-Soviet Council of Trade Unions and its
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branches over the country. Insured persons themselves elect
their insurance delegates and govern their affairs on the broadest
democratic lines, directing public attiention to the needs of the
workers and working- for the improvement of their cultural
and living conditions.

According to the Constitution, workers and employees are
insured at the expense of the State. Workers and employees
are entitled to free medical service at home, in clinics and
hospital and, on the doctor’s recommendation, in health resorts.
In the event of sickness, disablement or temporary loss of work-
ing capacity, Soviet people are in addition entitled to com-
pensation equivalent to 100 per cent. of their earnings if they
have been working at one and the same place for over six
years, 80 per cent. if the period of service is from three to six
years, 60 per cent. if from two to three years, and 50 per cent.
if under two years.

Compensation on a similar scale is paid to persons who ate
released from work in order to tend sick members of their family.
, The Stalin Constitution establishes the right to mainte-
nance in old age. Men who have worked for 25 years and
women who have worked for 20 years, on reaching the age of
60 in the case of men, and 55 in the case of women, are entitled
to State pensions varying betweeh 50 and 60 per cent. of their
average earnings at the last place of employment. Pensioners
who continue to work receive their pensions in full.

Pensions are also granted to families which have lost their
breadwinner. Personal pensions on a higher scale are awarded
to persons in recognition of special services to the State. Work-
ing women retain full pay during maternity leave, and in addi-
tion receive an allowance after childbirth as well as a nursing
allowance. The extensive network of nurseries and mother-and-
child welfare centres relieves the mother of anxiety for her
children during her peériods of work and rest. IL.arge bounties
of 2,000 roubles per annum and over, varying with the number
of children, are paid by the State to mothers with large families.

Unemployment has ceased to be a charge on the social
maintenance fund, since unemployment has been abolished in
the U.S.S.R. There has been a marked decline in sickness and
mortality and a distinet improvement in the health of the popu-
lation. . The aged are guaranteéd a well-earned, pleasant rest.

The Soviet collective farmers now fighting in the ranks of the
Red Army know that the time of unrelieved want and poverty
for the peasantry has passed. Nowadays, on the decision of a
general meeting of collective farmers, any member of a collective
farm who suffers accident or calamity is maintained out of the
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common funds. The same is true of families of superannuated
members.and members serving with the armed forces.

War invalids and people incapacitated as a result of their
work are objects of the particular solicitude of the Soviet, State

~and _socpety. ) War invalids and families of men killed or rx{issing
receive pensions in varying amounts up to 400 roubles per month.
Invahds who are capable of some form of work form their own
organlsati_ons, which are accorded various privileges.

Inyahds may work only with the sanction of a medical

commission, which determines the kind of work for which they
are ﬁt The State provides courses to teach new professions to
war _mvahds who are unable to pursue their old vocations.
In’val.lds who go to work retain their pensions. Proper living and
qul'nng co_nditions are provided for them and they enjoy special
privileges in the way of medical service, low rents, etc. Special
_clubs. and other institutions are provided for them. The war
invalid does not feel himself a “burden ” on society, and may be
sure of solicitous treatment from his workmates, his fellow-
men and his Government.
) .T_his care and solicitude for men and women as working
1nd}v1d1:1als, expressed in the Stalin Constitution and in Soviet
leglgla‘flon, is not the least of the factors which inspire Soviet
soldiers to heroism in their just war against Hitlerism.

The Red Army man derives his strength not only from his

- weapons but also from the consciousness that he is defending
his natlye land, his people and himself from slavery and tyranny
thgt he is defending the rights which give him dignity as a humari
ben"xg, his rights as a citizen of that great commonwealth of
nations—the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics.

9. THE RICHT TO EDUCATION

HE Soviet people resist so mightily at the front and work
so self-sacrificingly in the rear because they are conscious
‘ghat they are waging a just war against Fascism. This
consciousness has been built into their minds by the Soviet
Government, which from the very first day of its existence set
itself to develop widespread educational activities among the
masses. Had it not done this, it would have been"imoossi‘gle 1;5
make these.masses the conscious builders of Soviet sol‘iety.
Would it have been possible, without education, to rally the
people to struggle so valiantly for their independénce againét
mvaders, to work so arduously for the industrialisation of their
count]gy, :For_’ the modernisation of their agriculture, for the raising
of their living standards, for the strengthening of their country’s
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To understand the gigantic achievement of the Soviet
Government in the sphere of education it is enough to remember
that before the Soviet Revolution of 1917, 67 per cent. of the
population were illiterate, and that the number of literate women
did not exceed 14 or 15 per cent. Only eight million children
went to school. There were only 90 higher educational estab-
lishments, accommodating 124,000 students. ‘Theatres, cinemas,
clubs and other cultural and educational organisations were few
in number and hardly available at all for the broad masses of
the people.

During the years of Soviet Government the U.S.S.R. has
experienced a cultural revolution. Illiteracy has been almost
completely eliminated. In 1930 compulsory universal education
was introduced. In 1940 schoolgoers numberéd 35 million. Within
the past six years alone over 21,000 new schools have been built,
chiefly in the villages. Hundreds of thousands of teachers have
graduated. At the beginning of the war there were 600,000
students studying in 700 higher educational institutions. A large
proportion of them were women.

The Stalin Constitution secures every citizen’s right to free
education. Particularly outstanding students, war invalids and
the children of parents who have done valuable service to the
State have the right to grants to facilitate their studies.

A new intelligentsia has arisen from the people. A new
generation of scientists, writers, composers and artists has come
into being. The authors of outstanding works in the field of
science, art, military science, and inventors and innovators are
awarded Stalin Prizes and honoured as Laureates.

The improvement in the cultural level of the Soviet working
people swells the ranks of the Stakhanovites—the most ingenious
men and women in industry, people who persistently better their
own qualifications and pass their knowledge on to others.

The educational activities of the Red Army and the Red Fleet
are infinite. This has done much to increase the cultural level
of recruits called up for military service.

Perhaps the most striking cultural achievements of the Soviet
power are to be observed in the national regions. Twenty-five
vears ago the autonomous republic of Kirghizia had no written
language of its own. Before the Soviet Revolution there were
on its territory only 107 schools with 7,000 pupils, chiefly the
children of Russian settlers and government officials. There
were no higher schoels at all. In 1940-41 Kirghizia’s schools
numbered 1,645, with 328,700 pupils. The Republic possessed six
higher educational institutions attended by 2,500 students. Just
hefore the outbreak of war every third Kirghiz citizen was either
st school or attending special technical or other courses of study.
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Periodicals are published in 111 languages in the US.SR.
The best Russian classics are translated into the languages of
the other peoples of the Soviet Union, and the best works of the
non-Russian Soviet peoples are translated into Russian. Peoples
who in the past had no literature of their OWn now read the
works of Shakespeare, Byron, Cervantes, Goethe, Heine, Victor
Hugo, Anatole France, Emile Zola, Upton Sinclair and countless
other writers,

Illiteracy among women is now a thing of the past. The
ignorant, oppressed woman no longer exists. Woman takes her
blace nobly at the front and in industry. She has been enabled to
do so because the Soviet Government has removed all restraints
on her cultural development, and hasg devotedly fostered her gifts,

Immense changes have taken place in the villages.  The

collective farmers set themselves to raise the cultural level of °

the countryside by bopularising newspapers, books, the radio

creator of the Soviet State, Lenin, f,oreshadowing such cultural
development, said that the bower of the State resided in the
consciousness of the masses. The State wag powerful, he said,
when the masses of the people could use their own judgment,
fully conscious of the significance of their actions,

The truth of that is vividly apparent now. The Soviet State

ignorance on him and deprive him of human dignity.

Every fighter at the front seeg and knows how the Nazis
destroy the cultural achievements of the Soviet beople. In the
Moscow region alone the Germans blundered angd destroyed 112
libraries, four museums and 54 theatres and cinemas during their
temporary occupation.

They despoiled the houses and museums of Pushkin, Tolstoy
and Chekhov, Tchaikovsky and Rimsky—Korsakov, S0 dear to the
heart of every Soviet citizen. They used the Tchaikovsky manu-
scripts for heating a stove, In the Ukraine they outraged ang
then destroyed the monument of the great Ukrainian poet
Shevchenko. Wherever the Hitlerite steps he leaves destruction,
death and the stench of utter barbarity.

What wonder is it that we hate these Germans who so
outrage the achievements of 25 years of. effort by the Soviet
peoples in the sphere-of_ culture? That is why the defenders of
Stalingrad, of every mile of the Soviet-German front, declare:—

o “We may Perish, but we shall not let the enemy pass! The
enemy shall be routed, beaten off and driven back 1”
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10. FREEDOM OF CONSCIENCE

HE enemy who has invaded the U.S.S.R. re.sort‘snogggairgg'
to force of arms, but also&to false, demagogic fl S
We know that in Gerrnan% many thousands Of cl Teymen
religious believers are in concentration camps ord ! no?c
o e ledge Hitler’s lunatic race creed. Bot this oel_ ot
- aCknOV}Vl eNgazis from pretending to be the friends of r% igi X
prfiv*elflycirtgeto range religious believers against the Sov1e;c mole.
ana . :
is 1 " i the enemies of the So_v1e peop
o ds Iell?;if)l;lle a?ztr;cll;?li. They have always failed 1:(; (t:ﬁ;
have ES?" t];ue face from the world. This is not to sugges hat
gglailgfos 1lilas no followers amongliche missle:éte]ifu;cfszocilaeskzrmade
they recognise plainly the libellous cha e o 2
i i ind the cloak of relig o
> t;iessogxlszt%?v):rﬁ;};nt has always exercised extl-renzz de111£
cacy in all questions concedrninﬁ }fzge%c;reril cc)iu;:ggsic;e?he pas:
e aea o ilelili;}ilozlllaljt?llas nof et‘}fle Orthodox Church, Wlic.h 'th(;
Eigzléii (())fn ?che State’ had persecuted pe()cplfh olf Ot}ﬁ; rglfl%ré-
< i i : n Catholics, .
E{nd denﬁ&?ﬁiﬁﬁiﬁia?sthifidc}?iestf 211:111; Jews. Tkese dissensu}z}riz
ﬁ:gefi"the past been a fruitful source of conflict between
ri i ities of Russia.
i I%fenoaftl‘:}?eag;st acts of the Soviet Governm‘ent vizas Eio) rli)rg)-?
claim equality of all nations and races. The r]?liirarla% o
the Rights of the Peoples of Bussm, .o.f Nove . disab’jhties.
abolished all national and religious privileges an1 sabiities.
Then came the vital measure to ensurehrezg *atre com o
conscience : the Church was separated from t e dbthe’ and the
s Is from the churches. The Sta‘.ce. recognise 4 tg o
Ziii; individual to profess any religion he }1kc(=13 thoer e
from one religion to another. It.a}so recoglglnlse 3t o
the citizen not to profess any religion at all, an
anti-religious propaganda. . _ ]
To meet the needs of the religious.behevefrsq glg (ilo;zoerrrg-
ment left their churches freely at their dlsposal or the p
ance of religious services and ceremonies. . ot ot
It was inevitable that the immense construcileveil ereoirgsous
the Soviet people should influence the leaders 'Ot"?ned {ts ous
denominations. The Church could not have mf?lnta ned its tles
with the people unless it had suppor_ted the e irb 31;1 o thei;
of the people to promote the prosperity and well-be
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country. In the Orthodox Church, those whe welcomed the

abolli/‘;iqtn of ﬁw oéd political privileges won the day
etropolitan Sergei of Moscow, su -
: , supreme head of th Si
8;"13%%0; Shbu;cr}llc,) S;lld not_ lorllg ago : “ Members of thte %ﬂlﬁiséi?c
: eans inclined to view th h. i
light of ¢ persecution,” but r e e 1 e
s ather as a return to the ti
Apostles, when the Chur i e ol o OF the
R ch and its servants foll
path along which Christ had S on they poe e
_ ’ called them ; when the
I;illlle;;dse;\&czsngéezs' a Wotrldéy profession, bringing t}f;rieiaigree(%
, ience to Christ’ ing.” “ i
Newcs}: ot Gotomer 19 G0 rist’s calling.” (See “ Soviet War
urch leaders in the Soviet Uni
K 507 nion expose the h i
fivzﬁe??ﬁf prftencied solicitude for religion Tl‘ie ﬁ?«ciz
contempt in which the Hitleri : igi
Humdroge e contempt ir erites hold all religions.
ave been desecrated
them. Thousands of religi g asoyed by
iou i i ’
vanckxls have been done %o dseal?ci(.)ple who fried to hinder the
e ;I;sinrie‘;hseorfugfii;};u;ghﬁst arf many precious historic relics
chitecture which the Soviet -
ﬁiig gaeil carefully treasgred, such as the famous New%eglos‘;i;
Govemmserntat angraéthhllggl had been restored by the Soviet
VolokolamSk’, century monastery of Joseph of
1 : ) .
con lfen;l‘s:;ibbi icressed that none of these acts of destruction
e o }%e to the unfortunate necessities of war. They
ome agains'cp ;calile as an expression of the Hitlerites’ savage
e aeal ang 9pde who are stubbornly defending their political
byt Consﬁlilugggn?snlced.andltgm civil liberties guaranteed
: » including iberty of conscience
relijiréugeile(ir'ls ternporarl!y‘ occupied by the Germa;ns man
Sov?et 'Statelev';l};s have joined the guerillas to fight for ch
_— St S(:)vi £e Church has given its blessing to the just
Worshipnor et people, and collects gifts for men at the front
conmi S arf1 exhor@ed _to help the Red Army to free thé
dnring theOI{.I;t ;r geyljc‘ﬁscg’;l mx;laders. In a special prayer read
: e Church prays to God “ i i
aid and let our hosts be victorious in Thy nar;clz ’l:lse P o

SSIAN 1. THE SOVIET WOMAN
R > themviioi;r;en h_ave a tradition of herocism. - Thousands
St dis 1rig9u1shed .themselves in the struggle against ,
Civil T Wﬁen 17, during the Soviet Revolution and the
o foughf i N peace came they worked as nobly as the
. ey laboured side by side with their husbandg
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Lrothers and sons to bring to fruition Stalin’s Five-Year Plans,
15 create a mighty foundation for the national economy. But
neve- before have they worked and fought as they do to-day.
They lavish all their strength, all their gifts, as though to repay
= hundredfold all that Soviet power has given them.

Twenty-five years ago the Russian woman enjoyed no rights
whatever. In the family she was regarded as an inferior. She
was barred from most professions. Tearist law, valid until
Fabruary, 1917, demanded that “ the wife must obey her husband
as head of the family, love and respect him with boundless
docility, showing the utmost compliance and devotion in the
home. o
Tn the eastern provinces of old Russia the woman’s position
was even more precarious. She was a'virtual slave, forbidden
ven to sit at the same table with the men.

All these survivals of feudalism and a patriarchal society
were swept away by the Soviet Revolution. The new Soviet
Government immediately gave women equal political rights
vwith man. Then followed radical reforms in laws relating to
marriage, guardianship and divorce. These gave reality to the
proclaimed equal rights of women in family relationships. New
laws were passed safeguarding maternity and regulating con-
ditions of work. -

The women of Russia took an active part in the work of
the newly established Soviets. More and more of them began
to hold government office. Many were elected to the supreme
organs of power in the Central Government and to the govern-
ments of the Union Republics.

The economic and cultural facilities created by the new
Soviet State made it possible for woman to become the full
equal of man. The Soviet government gave her every oppor-
turnity for education. Countless thousands of women acquired
professions, qualified as industrial or office workers. Woman
found that she could stand on an equal footing with man in
industry, in administration, in the arts, in education, in medicine.

Soviet law punishes any citizen who refuses work to a
woman simply because she is'a woman, Or because she is
pregnant. In the oriental Soviet republics, where woman was
most rigidly enslaved, there are heavy penalties for forcing
under-age girls or boys into marriage, for trading in brides (very
prevalent before the Soviet Revolution), and for in any way
hindering the entry of women into the schools, agriculture, indus-

try, and social and political life generally.

i
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‘ Woman's ever-increasing participation in public life coincided
with the progress of industrialisation and the collectivisation of
the land, which gave woman a material basis for her labour. Vast
networks of nurseries, kindergartens, maternity hospitals and
maternity and child welfare centres, pregnancy allowances, and
state benefits for mothers of large families all helped to lighten
the burden of the mother and working woman. ~

The Stalin Constitution not only declares that woman is
man’s equal. It makes the special provisions which enable her
to tr.anslate that equality into living reality. It states that the
possﬂgility of exercising her equality is ensured to woman by
granting her equal rights with men to work, to payment for work
to rest .and leisure, to social insurance and education; by State:
prptec.‘uon of the interests of mother and child before and after
childbirth; by maternity leave on full pay; and by the provision

of a wide network of maternity homes, nurseries and kinder-
gartens.

In the critical hour when grave danger threatened the Soviet

country, many women joined the army as volunteers. Among
th_em there are hundreds of remarkable soldiers, like the sniper
Liudmilla Pavlichenko, who visited Britain not long ago.

Millions of women have taken the places of men in industry
They respond untiringly to the Red Army’s call for more tanks.
planes, rifles, mortars, machine-guns. In October, 1941, 45 pexz
cent. of the ’gotal number of industrial workers in indust’ry were
women. Since then the percentage of women has greatly
increased.

At the front, in industry and science and in the arts Soviet
woman, together with man, works self-effacingly to defeat the
enemy of her own and her country’s freedom.

12. PUBLIC PROPERTY

WENTY—FIVE years age, when the people established Soviet

power in our country, they received a backward and half-

rume;d economy as their heritage from the old regime. The
new public economy, the pride of all Soviet citizens, has been
created by them, fashioned by their hands, produced by their
labour, achieved by their sacrifices. ‘

4 Stalin told us _1ong ago how necessary it was to make sacri-
iA;es and to exercise the most rigorous economy in everything.
e had to economise on food, on schools, on textiles, in order

to build up our industry. There wa i
I . s no other way of overcom
our technical deficiencies. Y - e
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The intention of the Soviet people in building their industry.
v;as not only to meet the reguirements of the Soviet Union as a
whole, but also to help the revival of national republics and
regions, formerly backward and oppressed. While developing
in the centre, industry at the same time expanded eastward,
-aking modern technique and a higher culture to remotest
Siberia, to Central Asia, to the east of the Volga, to Trans-
caucasia, and beyond the Arctic Circle.

Modern Soviet industry has transformed the lives of both
+he Russian people and all the other peoples of the U.SSE.

In the Soviet Union millions of people of many nationalities
work to a single plan, display unprecedented creative enthusiasm,
and emulate each other’s achievements. It was on this founda-
tion of creative labour that the friendship uniting the peoples
of the U.S.S.R. was built.

Working harmoniously in common, the Soviet peoples built
new towns and homes on lands that had been desolate, dug canals
1o irrigate their fields and to connect the seas, tamed rivers, built
countless new factories and mills, sunk new mines.

During the period of Stalin’s second Five-Year Plan the
Soviet people practically overcame their technical deficiencies.
By 1937, 80 per cent. of the entire industrial output came from
factories built during the Soviet period. Ninety per cent. of all
agricultural machinery was produced in Soviet factories. The
gross output of industry in 1940 was twelve times what it was
just before the first world war. The expansion of industry was
associated with a marked improvement in the material and
cultural condition of the people.

Towards the end of 1936, after a nation-wide discussion, the
people adopted the new Stalin Constitution, giving legislative
embodiment to the nation’s achievements. It established for all
citizens of the U.S.SR. the rights which had become realities
only through their own efforts: the right to work, to rest and
leisure, to education, to maintenance in old age and in sickness.

These rights give man all the security he needs to allow him
to exercise his creative capacities.

The Stalin Constitution states that the economic foundation
of Soviet society is a system wherein there is no room for
exploitation of man by man. It is a system based on public
property existing in two forms: (1) State property, the possession
of the whole people; (2) property of individual collective farms
and go-operative organisations. State property, that is, the
property of the whole people, is the source of the nation’s
material and cultural prosperity.
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The Stalin Constitution states that the land and its natural
deposits of waters, forests, mills, factories and mines, rail, water
and air transport, banks, post, telegraph and telephone services,
large State-organised agricultural enterprises (State farms,
tractor stations and the like), as well as municipal enterprises
and most dwelling-houses in the cities and industrial localities
are State property—that is, they belong to the whole people.

The Constitution of the U.S.SR. embodies the right of the
collective farms to use State land free of charge, in perpetuity.
The collective farms do not have to pay rent for their land. The
membership of a collective or co-operative organisation are
master of their livestock, implements and equipment, their pro-
duce and common buildings. After discharging their obligations
to the State, the collective farm disposes of its produce at its
own discretion.

The aid rendered to the collective farms by the State has
enabled the farmers to become more prosperous from year to
year. The State has placed at the disposal of Socialist agriculture
over half a million tractors and an immense number of other
complex agricultural machines. It has also assisted the applica-
tion of the latest achievements of agricultural science. The crop
area in 1938 was 130 per cent. greater than in 1913. Grain yields
are nearly twice what they were in pre-Soviet times.

The general growth of public property has brought about the
socialisation of various functions of household economy, freeing
women from drudgery and enabling them to work in public
enterprises and improve their qualifications. The U.S.S.R. has a
network of public restaurants, mechanised laundries, mechanised
bakeries, children’s nurseries and kindergartens, all of which
lighten the responsibilities. of the woman in the home.

The Constitution makes it the duty of every citizen of the
U.S.SR. to safeguard and strengthen public Socialist property
as the sacred and inviolable foundation of the Soviet system, as
the source of the country’s wealth and might, and of a prosperous,
cultured life for all working people. Persons committing offences
against public, Socialist property are regarded as enemies of
the people.

Is it surprising that the Soviet people should feel a righteous,
sacred hatred for the Nazis, who break up collective farms and
transfer the land to robbers, who wreck factories, mills, schools
and other remarkable achievements of the Soviet people in the
spheres of technique and culture?
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13. SMALL PRIVATE AND PERSONAL PROPERTY

N t¥ of Soviet power, public property has become
E :\Lrte:l;orzr?ir?ae;tr Sin the U.S.S%{. Highly significant is t_he procefs

of development of public property in t}}e country51d_e, Wh?le
in the early vears of Soviet power there ex1sﬂted abqut 25 million
scattered, dwarf farms. Eachfpeasant was Iaced vs.nt.h the prob-
lem: should he uphold the O%(li syster? of s.,mjl?ll, individual farms,

-scale collective farming?

. ggaivde rvs:acx)slirlicele available to the collective farms free of
charge in perpetuity. The State supplied ‘grgcjcors, harvest com-
bines and other agricultural equipment. It 11.11tlated great elec’;rl—
fication projects. The peasants were convinced that coilectlye
farming would not only lighten their labour, but lead to_matemal
sbundance and a higher cultural level. The collective farm
system emerged victorious. o K

The stability of the collective farm system lies in the strict
observance of the principle of voluntary member;hlp. The law
provides that those who prefer not to join collective farms have
the right to maintain individual farms on S‘Eate-owne@ land.
Alongside the predominant system of c.ollectlve farmlng. th.e
law permits the existence of the small private economy of indi-
vidual peasants and handicraftsmen, based on their personal
labour, and precluding the exploifation of the labour of o’Fhe}"s.
The relative importance of this small private economy 1s in-
significant. In 1938 individual farms accoun’ged for only 0.6
per cent. of the entire sown area. This figure is eloquer}t proof
of the peasantry’s profound realisation of the true significance,
for them, of collective farming.

The Stalin Constitution safeguards the right of.citizens to
personal property in two forms. Citizens have the rlght to per-
sonal ownership of their incomes from work, to thellr savings,
to their dwelling houses, to their household ft'lrmture and
utensils, to articles of personal use and convenience. They
have the right to inherit personal property.

The Stalin Constitution safeguards the right of every house-
hold in the collective farm, in addition to its basic income from
the public collective farm enterprise, to hgve for persgnal use
a small plot of land attached to its‘ dwelhn_g house, 11vesto<;k,
poultry and minor agricultural implements, in accordance with
the statutes of the agricultural artel.

Neither land nor major implements of production may be
privately owned. Personal property accrues only fr‘om income
for work, and from income obtained by personal cultivation of
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a plot attached to a dwelling. No unearned income from per-
sonal property is permitted.

The scale of personal property is closely dependent on the
development of public property. The more effectively a factory
worker does his job, the more he earns, and the larger his
personal property. The more solid, the more efficient a collective
farm, the greater the well-being of its members.

In the Soviet Union, public property comes first. The de-
velopment of public property, the development of the country’s
wealth, enables the citizens of the U.S.S.R. to receive not only
a larger income from their work, but also an immense variety
of services rendered by society to the individual free of charge.
The quantity and quality of the individual’s work for society
govern his prosperity. Perscnal interests are closely bound
up with public interests. g

Here are some figures to show how the personal incomes
of working people have grown as a result of the development
of public wealth. In 1933 the average annual wage of workers
was 1,513 roubles. In 1938 it was 3,447 roubles. In 1933 the
monetary income of collective farms totalled 5 milliard 661.9
million roubles. In 1837 it was 14 milliard 180.1 million roubles.
To this should be added the grain received by individual col-
lective farm households in grain-growing districts, increased
from 61 poods in 1933 to 144 poods in 1937.

Every citizen of the U.S.S.R. Has the right to dispose of his
personal property at his own discretion. A collective farmer,
for instance, has the right to sell in the market that part of his
income which he receives in kind.

In the general development, cultural progress is followed by
material progress. The Soviet people, looking back at the past
25 years, see for themselves that they have not worked in vain.
Th/eir work has increased the country’s wealth and at the same
time made them prosperous.

What does Nazism offer them? Humiliation, torment and
sla\.fery. Those who have remained in temporarily occupied
regions are not ounly deprived of their personal property, but
are being physically exterminated.

The Soviet toiler, whese work won him fame, earned him
honours, must under German rule forget his own name, give up
his accustomed human dignity and become like an animal, wear-
ing a tag with a number on it.

He sees his dear ones disgraced and killed, -his nation’s
historic shrines wrecked, his national sentiments outraged. In
his hatred for the invaders he joins guerilla detachments to help
his people and his Red Army to defend Soviet society.
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14. CONCLUSION—MOTIVE FORCES OF VICTORY

HEREIN lies the might of the Soviet Union? What are

%/ the motive forces that developed and inspired its pecple

and multiplied their strength for the struggle against

Fascist Germany? What is the source of its unswerving deter-

mination to fight to the end, until victory? Here, in brief, are
my replies:—

1. Never in Russia’s history has there been a movement which
stirred the people so deeply, and appealed to their imaginations
so strongly, as the movement which began 25 years ago in
November, 1917.

9. The popular character of this movement was determined
by the popular character, the democratic essence of the Soviet
Government. All earlier regimes in Russia had been founded on
a small body of officials representing the ruling caste, whereas
the Soviets are rooted in the people, who fully control their
activities. In the U.S.S.R. the people themselves exercise power,
and this effectively disposes of all barriers between them and
their government.

3. The people, though they won victory comparatively easily
in November, 1917, had to exert all their strength to preserve
their form of government, in struggle against anti-popular
clements and many attempts at foreign intervention. There were
times when the Soviet country was merely an island surrounded
by hostile anti-Soviet elements.

Led by the Soviets, the people found within themselves the
strength to break the hostile encirclement, to defeat their
opponents, and to establish their own Soviet form of Government.

It is important to note that the armaments of the Soviet
people were then far inferior to those of its enemies. But in the
end they triumphed, for-they were guided by an unbending will
to win, by consciousness of the justice of their struggle for liberty.
This struggle fostered friendship among the nations of the Soviet
Union and enthused them with an ardent patriotism.

4. The Soviet people are filled with pride when they look
back on what they have created in the 25 years of Soviet rule.
Having learned the joy of labour under the guidance of the
Soviets, in a remarkably short time they converted the old
agrarian Tsarist Russia, technically and culturally backward,
into an advanced, culfured and technically highly developed
country. o

5. As an historic type, the Soviet form of State is simple and
majestic. It is simple because the people, controlling as they do
the machinery of government, have eliminated from it the
hureaucratic hindrances that earned the detestation of Russiang
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in pre-Soviet times. It is majestic because it is surrounded and
supported by numerous public organisations from which the
State constantly draws the forces necessary for its gigantic efforts
in construction and defence.

6. The Soviet Unicn is strong because it has welded many
nationalities into an indissoluble alliance. Tt is a federated State,
representing the voluntary union of 16 constituent republics,
which in their turn embrace autonomous republics, autonomous
regions and national areas. All these national political formations
live together without conflict or national dissension. Federal
legislation does not conflict with the interests of individual
nations.

The highest organ of State authority—the Supreme Soviet of
the U.S.S.R.—has a special chamber, the chamber of nationalities,
which examines all legislation from the point of view of the
development of the various nationalities. Could anything like
this have existed in old Russia, which was the arena of perpetual
conflict among the nations inhabiting its territory?

7. The Russian people of today are not what they were 25
vears ago. Today they are better armed, they have more friends
in foreign lands. They are a new generation, who know from the
experience of civil war how difficult and complex is the road
to victory.

This generation is faithful to the cause of its fathers. It
remembers that the will and wise leadership of Lenin and Stalin
ensured the victory of their fathers. It holds firmly to Lenin’s
way, and under Stalin’s guidance is fighting devotedly for the
victory it knows will be achieved.

Another powerful motive force of the Soviet people is the1r
patriotism, ‘their love for their country, their pride in its cultural
achievements.

“Is the sentiment of national pride alien to us, as conscious
Russian proletarians? ” asked Lenin 28 years ago. And he
answered, “Of course not. . We love our language and our
country, and what we are working for most of all is to elevate
its labouring masses, that is nine-tenths of its population, to the
conscious life of democrats and socialists.”

In these past 25 years these labouring masses have risen to
this “ conscious life of democrats and socialists,” and now they
have reared up a wall of steel to defend their Soviet land from
Nazi barbarism and ignorance.

Their strength lies in their love for’ thelr country, for the
social system they won 25 years ago in stern battle, and in their
consciousness of what they are fighting.

Therein lies the stremgth of the U.S.S.R. and the guarantee
of its victory.
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